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مفتاح القراءة والكتابة‎ 


THE KEY TO ARABIC 


Fast Track to Reading and Writing Arabic 


Dr. Imran Hamza Alawiye 


Introduction and Notes for Teachers 


‘The Key to Arabic’ teaches students the skills they need to read and write Arabic. The letters of 
the alphabet are introduced one at a time, and the student is given the opportunity to read 
each letter with the various possible combinations of long and short vowels, as well as the ‘ay’ 
and ‘ow’ dipthongs, sukoon and shadda. The use of colour coding in presenting the various 
vowel sounds helps the student to grasp them more quickly. Each letter is also shown in all Its 
forms: initial, medial, final and isolate so that the student can learn to recognise the letter 
wherever it appears in the word, as well as how to write it. Clear arrowed diagrams show the 
student the correct pen direction when writing. 


Arabic words are introduced from an early stage, but no word contains letters that the student 
has not already covered. This assimilative approach enables the student to learn the alphabet 
in a gradual yet thorough manner, without feeling daunted by the prospect of having to learn 
the entire alphabet at one go. 


Each letter in the first half of the alphabet is covered on a double-page spread. As the 
student's confidence in reading and writing increases, this is reduced to a single page per 
letter, and exercises are introduced to reinforce reading and writing skills and to encourage 
some basic vocabulary acquisition. 


For the self-taught student, a quick reference guide to reading skills is provided at the outset to 
enable him or her to understand the various vowel sounds and gain an overview of the 
method of joining Arabic letters together to form words, before putting the skill into practice. 
An optional CD recording of the materials in this workbook is available to help students in 
mastering correct Arabic pronunciation. 


After completing the alphabet, students have the chance to develop their skills further through 
a set of carefully designed exercises. The first of these (p.55) provides an opportunity for read- 
ing and dictation practice, by presenting pairs of similar sounding words. This encourages the 
student to listen carefully and distinguish between letters that might easily be confused by the 
non-Arabic-speaker. 


Pages 56-59 introduce simple non-verbal sentences using the masculine and feminine forms of 
“This is...", as well as a wide range of useful vocabulary. Page 60 teaches the alif al-maqsura, 
with plenty of reading practice. The primary use of ‘al’ (‘the’) is taught on pages 61-64, with an 
explanation of how the following sun and moon letters affect the pronunciation of this word, 


Pages 65-68 employ passages of dialogue to teach the student simple useful expressions such 
as greetings, introducing oneself, asking someone their name and saying goodbye. These 
dialogues can form the basis for role playing within the classroom setting. The dialogues on 
page 67 can easily be adapted as a classroom game whereby one student imagines another 
student to be in one of the places shown on the page, and the rest of the class take turns to 
ask questions in Arabic to establish the imaginary person's identity and whereabouts. 


Having completed “The Key to Arabic” successfully, students should feel comfortable in 
reading any passage of vocalised text presented to them, and will hopefully have gained the 
confidence needed to take their study of this challenging language further. 


The Arabic Alphabet 


Quick Reference Guide to Reading Skills 
ad oo ee „ 
sukoon a u i__shadda | 2 c an un — un in a u 
(no vowel) (doubled A 


letter) а ыл 


1. The Short Vowels and Tanween 


There are three short vowels in Arabic. They are written above or below the Arabic letters. 


а) Казга This is a short diagonal stroke written below an Arabic letter, 
It is pronounced ‘i’, as іп the English word ‘lip’. e.g. LL 


Di 
If kasra is doubled, it changes the sound from ‘i’ to ‘in’ as in 


the English word ‘tin’, This doubling of the vowel is known 
as “tanween kasra”. eg. 3 


№ 


2 


Din 


b) Damma This is shaped rather like a small version of the Arabic letter و‎ 
waaw, and it is written above an Arabic letter. It is pronounced 
"u', as in the English word ‘full’, eg. ES 


or If damma is doubled, it changes the sound from ‘u’ to ‘un’ as 
in the English word 'sun'. This doubling of the vowel is known 5 
as “tanween damma”. The two dammas are usually written in a 
Joined-up form, though they may also be written separately.e.g. 2 


Dun 


с) Fatha This is a short diagonal stroke written above an Arabic letter. 


(Say ‘fat-ha') It is pronounced ‘a’, as in the English word ‘dad’. eg. 3 


by 
o 
о 


If fatha is doubled, it changes the sound from ‘a’ to ‘an’ as 

| in the English word ‘man’. It is usually - though not always — 2 
supported by an alif. This doubling of the vowel is known | 

as "tanween fatha" eg هل‎ 


2. Joining up Arabic Letters 


Arabic is written from right to left across the page. Arabic words are written in a joined-up form. To 
achieve this, the letters within a word must be extended to join up with the following letter, unless they are 
one of the six ‘naughty’ letters (see overleaf), The letters that are being extended lose their tails in the 
joining process. The last letter in the word is written in its final form, which usually resembles the isolate or 
‘by Itself’ form of the letter, though it is attached to the letter just before it by a short joining line. 

You will learn the correct way of joining each letter during the course of this book, but for now, study 
the following examples to gain an overview of how letters are joined. 


a) 'Boat' shaped letters ا ن‎ EE E ee, 
نك ف‎ ew tostandfim шї 2 شرف‎ 7 * d Dog ^. 


to open 


b) Letters with U-shaped tails للع ل ف " — ~ بعس‎ U^ 3 


V^ ot to engrave e. 2 2 x aT ча МЕ‏ ص ض 
mn ә? =‏ ل ل to smooth jee‏ 5 0 

odd ciel. Woo. he Wu Padi 
tobeover سلف‎ 2 aom E 2205 c si Ut 

to stick а] " J 5 E 

C) Letters with trailing tails جح وا جج نجج‎ $ 
t tE ce to succeed cu 25^ Ф КЕЛ J жа, 
'obebuy fax c тен 1 E o” 


ВВ сева Ј = خجل‎ е ھی‎ d ad È 


d) Other letters, excluding the m لَه ظلم‎ b س‎ T 1 b 


‘naughty letters' 
to do wrong e 


to tell a б 
fortune 


to be dry يبس‎ 


ط ظ كمهي 


а 


g 3 # b 7 E *# а فاق‎ 2 d 
sukoon da u i. shadda | 2 © оп un un \п a u 
(no vowel) (doubled J ل‎ 
letter) d = # 


е) The 'Naughty' Letters 


There are six ‘naughty’ letters, which cannot be extended to the left and as a result should not be 
connected to the letter in front of them. The six naughty letters are: 


أ + ب = أب يوعد | à 3 Е 5 5 | us‏ 


و+ ل = ول ل + وح لوا د + ب = دب y= ate!‏ 


3. The Long Vowels 
Three letters of the Arabic alphabet are used to lengthen the sound of the short vowels. These letters are: 


Waaw is used to lengthen the {5 Yaa is used to lengthen | Alif is used to lengthen the 
‘u’ sound of датта, so it T^ the ‘I’ of kasra, so it sounds ‘a’ sound of fatha, so it 
sounds like ‘oo’ as in ‘moon’. like ‘ee’ as in ‘knee’. sounds like ‘aa’ (‘aardvark’). 
و‎ 3 3 1 E. K 
جي ري بو جو رو‎ a) y چ‎ : 
Roo Joo Boo Ree Jee Bee Raa Jaa Baa 


When alif itself is lengthened by an alif, it becomes an extra long ‘aa’ sound called alif al-madd, which is 


written like this: | e.g. 'Aaameen' (amen): .امین‎ 


When a laam is followed by an alif, there is a special way of writing it (called a laam-alif) which looks like 


2 


! ! 
this: N or, when the laam is preceded by another letter, like this: kK eg. لامع‎ é سالام‎ à 


45 "laami'un'. 'salaamun* 
. Sukoon (shining) ^ (peace) 
A is a small circle placed on an Arabic letter to indicate the absence of a vowel upon the 


— letter, The letter on which a sukoon is placed must be assimilated to (i.e. slid together with) the 
sound of the last vowel before it, even if that vowel is at the end of the previous word. 


2 و و‎ ^ 
كم‎ 22 3° ja فی لم‎ 
Kam Zur Fir Mur Nam Qif 
5. Shadda 


» Shadda is a symbol written above a letter to show that the letter has been doubled, and 


— therefore sounds stronger. The short vowels are written with a shadda like this: 


© 
= 
К 
“ 


E $ d á 
| ——— |] كدير‎ у ديا > ويه انيع‎ a 


6 


Hamza: © and Alif: | 


Hamza, known as a glottal stop in English, is an Arabic consonant that often 
accompanies tanween, sukoon, or short vowels. Нагпга is itself often accompa- 
nied by a supporting letter or 'chair' which may take many forms, depending 
on rather complex rules that we needn't explore here. The various ways in 
which hamza may appear are shown below. For the purpose of reading, it is 
best to ignore the 'chair' hamza is sitting on and to concentrate on reading the 
vowel sound that the hamza is supporting. 


Alif, when not supporting a hamza, is a weak letter that takes the sound of any 


vowel accompanying or preceding it. Sometimes alif is a silent letter. Alif Hamza 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


e 5 e ® "жі ё £ rs 
A 4 5.1 ЗР Е ИЕ ШЕ НЕР عا‎ НЕ 
f 7 2 2 


م 
D‏ 
Ge‏ 
f‏ 
—n №‏ 
% م 
Ст‏ 
Sons‏ 


T 4 z 3 
ab. اشع‎ E af ul Р. AR 


۴ n aa oo ee 


2 c] га ш 2 


3 2 
sukoon a u i shadda | - c an un un 
(no vowel) (doubled 


letter) 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


| 4 | 2 و 2 


ب | بپ | ب | ب ہے س —— 


Еі 


\ 


a father. 


5 


i 


August 


Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 


a door my father 
a д 
b е 
ابى 5 ب‎ 98 
* * 
"= 
he said ‘daddy’ | йай 
g d 2 ۶ ^ 
ub ناه‎ 


م 


my door 


my father 


source, core 


[LOL 


HH 


ad оо ee 
$ d У w 2 ^ ^» 33 2 E 
sukoon a ч i. shadda | - га an un un in a u i 
(no vowel) (doubled = 
letter) d 2 = 
Сору each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. et 


0 1 a ыз: 


p Jm a 3 2 A т‏ و 
la de be de‏ اح CO Ge ЩЕ‏ 


or\ 
Ors 
o: | 
(ss | 

| 
C 


she perished 


Ge 


dislike; pride he stayed overnight 6 house 

Be 2 2 ^ са ^ 

õe Ll بات‎ : 

بيب بالل ос‏ 
2 


definitely a mulberry 


Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 


repentance 


лои 


5 3 


توبة 


a house 


mulberry 


„б 


he repented 


n aa оо ee ; 
3 2 9 " p 3 2 9 яя 2 3 
sukoon a u i shadda | а га an un — un in a u 
(no vowel) (doubled wa = = 
letter) е = aid 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 


he withstood 


establishment 
rd o ай ae 


4 


stabilization 


he yawned 


garment; dress 


и - 
يوب‎ 


he spread, scattered 
$ ^ 
LI 


13 


furniture 


abundant growth 


furniture 


4 
+2 
! 


Я 
d 


my furniture 


oa 


5 2 


оо ее 


2 У 


th 


я 


3 
4 c an 
(doubled 4 = 
letter) 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


و A T‏ 2 
هاج اچ چ ج سج ٠‏ ججج 


a u i. shadda \ 


[- 


sukoon 
(no vowel) 


"E 


Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 

o he answered, replied my pocket a pocket a coward 
^ e x o4 p. o^ $6 و‎ 
جيب أجاب‎ — | L= 

56 
a pocket 
bragging, boasting а crown | | 0 flowing he came 
І o£ 22 ال * 3 للد‎ € 
de 3 ثجاجا | تاج‎ el 


á 2 2 " у 3 * وور ي‎ 3 
sukoon a u i shadda an un un in a u i 
(no vowel) (doubled E. = а 
letter) 5 ad 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


2^ 2 


——— 


2 


Наа 
ددعو‎ 
2s й Li 2 5 » E 
2 2 T 2 


jn le ениё RE‏ عي ي 


Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 
a watermelon seeds hijab, headscarf pilgrims 
وو‎ са 


d. а з * 2 A ae 


a whale 


a бя 
calamity under protest he looked for; 
he researched 


hijab, a "4m. 


b 2 ^ ^ a ر‎ 
headscarf 7 = = = EN رحس | احتجاج‎ 


ve 


a watermelon | " —— —— 


17 


ad оо ee 
3 3 2 ш E 5 ul ي‎ яя 5 E 
sukoon a u i__shadda an un un in a u i 
(no vowel) (doubled wi = 
letter) е 5 
Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. u". 


ad f 


p ê 


TNE ene وان‎ 


5 
.№ 
% 


Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 


my sister а wicked person a peach he hid, concealed 


PL 


y? ى‎ 2 


my sister 


19 


а peach 


my brother 


a nozzle 


ij 


Uv % 


á 4 У y sé E z 9 яя 
sukoon a u i  shadda ©. ап un un in 
(no vowel) (doubled at = p 
letter) 8 = 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


by 


و 2 " 
دا دددا 235 


20 


Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 


a riding animal а worm a bear 


م 
re‏ 


19, 2 
EVE 85 $5 


my grandfather he began 


ye We gr 2 
بدا جل جدي‎ _ 


a grandfather sound of footsteps 


Mu س‎ 


А> 


a chicken, hen 


21 


a bear 


F aa оо ee „ 
$ w » w 2 5 5 و 2 وير ي‎ 


sukoon a u i. shadda | - га ап un ип in a ч i 
(no vowel) (doubled = 


letter) 2 2 2 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


2 3 dis 4, 1 4 4 Ё 
EP ا کد ا کے کا کک اادد‎ UE 
2 2 * Dhaal 


(sound as in فط"‎ 


he slaughtered 


ذبح 


a shoe 


Ж كم‎ 


Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 


a lock of hair 
ر ر‎ 3 
- * 


А132 


swinging 
(like a pendulum) 


M 


a wolf afly 
b رر ر‎ 
e’ - . 
ذبابة دسب‎ 
. 
a shoe 2 
ГРА 
Apes 
a wolf 
how lovely/excellent! he took 
1 wig? 7,7 { 
* 


23 


| 


Find a word on the right that matches a picture on the left, then write it out in its joined-up form next to 


E چ‎ 
MES: 
ت‎ 


24 


the correct picture. 


a 


2 3 2 
sukoon а u i shadda | - c an un un їп а u i 
| (no vowel) (doubled = 


2 


letter) * ы 
Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


PS. | * 2 و‎ 


و 
ر رر رر ر ررر 


Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 


GO 


a bull 


à bicycle corn, maize Rajab (name of month) | my Lord 
و ر‎ ope | 


Lo 2 | E 
a к ما سح‎ 


test, experiment | reward; pay, wages post, mail 


a chameleon B. 


R „ о A 
€ ٠ اچوا إختبار‎ 


dite 


2 


сот, maize 


sukoon © i shadda 
(no vowel) (doubled 
letter) 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


و ^ و 


5 . 


وا اا ید 


Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 
0 alie, falsehood | а drinking glass, tumbler | ой 
R ر‎ 2 SU 2 E ШЫ 


زیت Аі)‏ زور 


a butcher 


carrots = 
و ي‎ D LP 


bread a place of safety а butcher 
Bee 


By - a 


29 


$ 8 9 س‎ р * وو هي‎ 
sukoon © u i. shadda an un un in 
(no vowel) (doubled = 2 
letter) 2 = = 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds, 


tet t m bem — fo ur 


| Seen \ 


a sum; an account. 


Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 


| abed 


glorification of God 


a computer 
A ә 


a bridge 


teaching 


31 


a prayer mat 


a computer 


ج $ 


حاسو 


2 


نام 


sukoon d 
(no vowel) (doubled 
letter) 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


3 
E 


old age; grey hair 


a smile 


wood 


insects 


A mE B. жг 


^ 
- 


bringer of good news 


Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 


5 


a tree 


م رر 
- 


شجرة 


insects 


7 


# 22 
- LI 


2 


а feather 


$ 
sukoon a 
(no vowel) (doubled 
letter) 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


^ 


2 


amat a picture voice 


Di A 


2 А, Ao Qu 
- | m. 
b pun صوره‎ -— a 


^ 


particular, specific pears cheap a person, indi 


Copy each row onto fhe lines provided and practise reading the words. 


| 


a picture 


sukoon a i shadda 
(no vowel) (doubled 
letter) 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 


civilisation a molar tooth light noise, din 


| ضح 


м Жо ә © 
a molar tooth е, m 


earth, ground | lowest point 
wz 


رض 


R о 2 


ور 1 
4 @ 4 


^ 


a 


Be 
اليد‎ 


10. 


Find a word on the right that matches a picture on the left, then write it out in its joined-up form next 19 


the correct picture. 


38 


(no vowel) (doubled 
letter) 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


CONENME ЧЕЧЕР" 


an aeroplane a path, way a map, chart 


Br z & 2 Ж 2 2 4 
МАР  طارص‎ hy Ыы 


(Like the sound of ‘the’, 
only heavier.) 


} al 3 P 


luck, fortune 


И > 


- z 


(doubled 


letter) 


3 


sukoon a 
(no vowel) 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


"I. 


э قمر‎ OA: ə 
ذراع | ف‎ : 
a parrot an arm a finger 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


ЁШ‏ & غي غي غو le‏ غي 


$ á У ш 2 
sukoon a u i| shadda | - є& оп un un 
(no vowel) (doubled = 

letter) ы 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


an envelope a pavement, sidewalk a room a whistle 
8 oz 18 2 وه عه‎ 9, 0, 
3 3 45 4 5 . 
2 صقارة عر رصيف‎ 


a yellow A . 


3 202 سف‎ Ge 


s 


* ‘| ne bag, 
e $ briefcase 


öl ق‎ 


и 


a bag, briefcase 
4 d y 
- 


S 
2 


Break up each word on the right into its separate letters, then rewrite it in its joined form. Write the 
meaning of the word in English in the left hand column. The first one has been done for you. 


D 2, 
a doctor MET ب ی ب‎ b 2555 eg. 


Break up each word on the right into its separate letters, then rewrite it in its joined form. Write the 
meaning of the word in English in the left hand column. The first one has been done for you. 


u i shadda 
(doubled = 
letter) 


sukoon 
(no vowel) 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 
* 3 ^ A 2 و‎ 
ES а كش‎ 2 4 HAM 
2 2 2 


a window 


9 aS 4 ү م‎ 2 
ТИЕ. 


weak, feeble a sofa, couch 


an elephant Ed ©) awindow 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading mei em 


Ju سيل‎ 


an elephant a x ice box a cupboard, ase 


M 2295 A, Pe 


aa oo 


كسد 


50 


á ð الى‎ v 2 E E ЖЕ p - 
sukoon a ч i__shadda | 2 га an un un in a u i 
(no vowel) (doubled ү = » 
letter) = 2 ^ 
Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. ] 
em 2 3 2 و‎ т 
2 
^4 g РА 
2 ^ 
- | — НЕННЕ 
x „# А 2 3 $ 0 
- - с ع‎ 
an imam, prayer leader. | a teacher (m.) a mouth a nurse a banana 
р و رك م‎ Be 9^3 LEE 
= а “ 
а = s کے‎ 
1 | 


an ostrich هم‎ a camel 
8 


4222 


a mouth e‏ نعامة 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds, 


و 2 


= حك 


a snake 


го Я 


E 
E 


^ 


Е) 


hard-working important а telephone 


52 


5 59 po Я $ 2 
| Tr مهم _ مجتهد‎ 


аа оо ее 
ô x س‎ P 3 2 а яя PTS 
u i shadda a © an un un in a u i 
(doubled m = Е 
letter) - 5 5 


و - 
هھ ها a‏ 


an alarm clock 


wy 


3 


sukoon a 
(no vowel) 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


23 
ههه_ 


2 4 a telephone 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


واو و وو بو 


يالو لوي وي وو وا 


а peacock a puppy S progress black 


a peacock black a "e а flower 
Dime Boe LE 
3 Z اسو 3 طاو‎ d e زهرة‎ 


P ^ و‎ 


ووو 


» | aw | o^ 
ووت وھ وی‎ 


ag А > Sa я $50 


Jvc x 


aa оо ee | 
á $ P 5 p E ы LES و‎ | 
sukoon а u i shadda an un un in a ч i | 
(no vowel) (doubled p 
letter) il 8 à 
Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. | 
# 2 ^ و‎ 2 3 
ي 4-6 يعي ي يبي‎ 
^_^ - 2 2 
ae | ж z g € | فق‎ 
ge * 2 2 z 


2 " Р ж 3 3 o 
فب کی پو ایی ا پو ایا ھی ا وھ‎ 
Ld е 2 2 

= | = = | = 
| | 

grey (gray) | a chair a kettle a car а day 
ف‎ 22 03 Ж, ó "T Bw 


Similar Sounding Words 


The pairs of words listed below demonstrate the importance of correct pronunciation in Arabic, because 
the slightest difference in sound can totally change the meaning of a word. Each pair of words below 
contains similar sounding letters. Practise reading them several times with your Arabic teacher until you 
can tell them apart. Then ask your teacher to dictate them to you until you can write them down 


discord, 
civil strife 


he said 
a heart 


he wrecked 


beating, 
hitting 2 


victory, 
triumph 


E- A 
| helooked نظر‎ 


2 zw i л 535 
رهور‎ | eppearance ظهور‎ 


he travelled‏ | صفر 
| 


ó 2 | 


he insulted‏ | صما 


| 
Bo 


sorcery‏ صهر 


clay, soil 


a pilot 


cleverness 


he measured 


he deceived 


a path, trail 


а stench, 


stink 


he vowed 


flowers 


he whistled 


he poured 


son-in-law 


eloquent 
awe; respect; 
prestige 


inheritance 


rewards 


holy; 
forbidden 


he denied 


pregnant 


profession, 
trade 


emptiness 


correctly, 
spacious 
SEU: 
desire 
correct 
direction 
glossy 

a pyramid 
he strove, 
endeavoured 
а river 

о worker (m) 
confession, 


admission 


strangeness 


This is ... 


If you want to say "This is a (something)' in Arabic, you need to know whether the thing you are 
introducing is masculine or feminine. Many singular feminine nouns in Arabic end in a ‘tied taa* (taa 
marbuta) and are therefore easily recognisable. Most singular nouns that do not end in taa marbuta are 
masculine. 

In Arabic, the verb ‘to be’ is not usually used in the present tense, so you don't need a separate word 
for ‘is’ in the sentences that follow, because the idea of ‘is’ is implied in the word for ‘this’. 


The masculine word for 'This is' in Arabic is: هلا‎ which is pronounced 'haadho', os if it has a long ‘aa’ 
رر وروي‎ 
sound after the haa. For example: This is o (male) teacher: هذا معلم‎ (haadha mu'allimun). 


The feminine word for ‘This is’ in Arabic is: & هل‎ which is pronounced 'haadhihi', again, as if it has a long 


‘aa’ sound after the haa at the beginning of the word. 
42923 ر‎ 
For example: This is a (female) teacher: des ed هده‎ (haadhihi mu'allimatun). 


Practise reading the following sentences and learn the words and their meanings. 
Copy each sentence out onto the line provided. 


This is a chair. This is a lock. This is a drum. This is a (pair of) This is a book. 
glasses. 


$ Gos 


دا كرسي . 


AES ДА 


This is a ball. 


323 "7 4^2 0 d 
هذه منضدة .|| هذه كرة.‎ 


Write a sentence in Arabic under each picture using the correct form of "This is", following the examples 
on the opposite page. The words ending in taa marbuta are all feminine: the rest are masculine. 


This is a table. This is a cherry. This is an apricot This is a lemon. This is a fridge (ice 


This is a rabbit. This is a squirrel. This is a candle. This is a (piece of) 
meat. 


This is a fish. This is a horse. This is a snake. This is a lioness. 
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Using the vocabulary you have learned during the course of this book to help you, label the arrowed 
items in the following pictures, beginning each label with the correct form of ‘This is', Two items have 
been done for you by way of example 


Я зэ, д» Re z Т] 


This is a chair. This is a fork. This is a candle. This is a table. 


This is a cup. This is a ball. 


This is a bear. This is a horse. 


a bicycle. 


This is a pear. 
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This is a wolf. 


This is a chameleon. 


This is a bear. 


This is a lock. 


This is a fridge (icebox). 


This is meat. 
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This is a pig. 


This is a rabbit. 


This is a chicken. 


This is an egg. 


This is a bull. 


This is a molar. 


he built 

he ran 

he told, related, 
reported 

he saw 

he bought, 
purchased 

he rebelled 

he spent time 

he forbade, banned 
he walked 

he fulfilled 

(a promise) 

he cried 

he gave someone 
a drink 


he told, related 


he refused 


AI-Alif al-Maqsura 


Some Arabic words have a special kind of alif at the end of them, known as an alif al-magsura. It has the 
shape of the letter 'yaa', but without any dots underneath it. It always has a fatha before it, and it is 
usually pronounced ‘aa’, Below are some examples of words ending in al-alif al-maqsura, Practise read- 


ing these words, and then copy them out in your exercise book. 


he strove, 
endeavoured 


he intended 


he came, arrived 


a $^ | he gave 1 


а hospital 


acafé 


a building 


а lord, master 


l; ran H 
a goal; range (er نا‎ T 
T 29 3 
а shelter, place id х 
Sos حارف‎ | те doo 
51° 203 
Mustafa p larger, older cS 
(feminine) 5 
+ % 
Musa (Moses) farther, more Le 


distant; maximum 


nearer; lower; 
minimum 


higher ! 


292 
higher, superior ار فى‎ 

+ 94 

stronger cS افو‎ 

РС "a 
ap a patient ue n 
E Oe 


pasture, grazing 


= — 


‘Isa (Jesus) 


Yahya (John) 


Salma 


Salwa cS سلو‎ 


Layla 


Yusra 


The Sun and Moon Letters 


So far, the words you have been reading in this book have been indefinite (e.g. a book, an eye etc., 
rather than the book, the eye). Tanween is used on the last letter of a word to show that the word is 
indefinite. e.g. kitaabun – a book. 


One of the ways of making an Arabic word definite is to attach the word ‘al’ 

(meaning ‘the’) before it. The alif in ‘al’ is a weak alif, meaning that сап only be 9T 
pronounced if it is at the beginning of a sentence, (that is to say, when no other dl | 
letter comes before it). When a word is defined, it can no longer take tanween. 

Instead, the last letter of the word takes a single vowel (i.e. a fatha, kasra or е 
dammo). e.g. al-kitaabu - the book. ine 


The Arabic alphabet, as you may already have realised, has twenty-eight letters. These letters are 
divided into two equal groups. One group is known as the 'moon letters', and the other as the 'sun 
letters’, 


When the laam in ‘al’ is followed by one of the moon letters, it automatically takes a sukoon and is 
pronounced. However, when the laam of ‘al’ is followed by one of the sun letters, it becomes silent (in 
other words, it isn’t pronounced). When a sun letter comes immediately after the ‘al’, a shadda must be 
written on the sun letter. 


Study the examples below, and practise reading them aloud: 


The Fourteen Moon Letters 


3 20. 


o mouth‏ الفم 


the mouth o sofa 


we ae 2% 
فم‎ the sofa ©з, yi 


the train a train the door a door 


the chair a chair the carrot a carrot 


the shoe 


a shoe 


bread 


an old man 


the bread 


the old man 


the room 


a teacher 


* ^ 
o telephone هاتف‎ 


a boy 


a hand 


the teacher 


Là РСЯ 
the telephone الهاتف‎ 


the boy 


the hand 


| ا 
Moon letter reading practice‏ 


When ‘al’ (the) is preceded by a word ending in a vowel, the alif becomes silent and the preceding 
vowel sound is ‘slid’ together with the laam of the ‘al’, so it sounds as if there is no space or pause 
between the words, Therefore, in the first example below, the sentence would read as follows: “Laa tajlis 
'alal-ardi." Note that the ‘a’ sound of the alif al-maqsura is shortened, so that it sounds like a fatha. 
Similarly, їп sentence 14 below, the ‘ee’ sound of ‘fee’ is shortened as it is slid together with the following 
word, thus: “Laa tada'il-yada fil-joybi". It is therefore necessary to look ahead when reading Arabic to 
see if the sound at the end of one word needs to be slid together with the next word. 


Practise reading the sentences below out loud, paying close attention to sliding the sounds together 
where necessary. 


oz 44 0 8 م‎ 5 

1, Don’t sit on the ground. ue)! ul تجلس‎ N 
йл $ -¢ % E 

2. Ducks like [the] water. sell Marl е 
ore 4 H 

3, | like [the] carrots. 57 حب الجر‎ 
E PEE m ue 

4, This [the] shoe is new. هذا الحذاء جديد.‎ 
м gioi 8 zo 

5, This [the] bread is delicious. هذا الخبز لذيذ.‎ 
Я 28 عن عض‎ 8 2 

6. | like helping the old man. 5 العجو‎ eS مع‎ Gone] 
ЕЯ ^ Bode " 

7. This [the] room is wide. هذه الغرفة واسعة.‎ 


8. Don't put the pen in the mouth. 5 m T ial г” N 


9. This [the] train is fast. ч هذا القطار‎ 
a 3 025 o 2,7 

10. This [the] chair is broken. 57 ее هذاا سي‎ 
| 1 Bros عرض وا رباعم‎ 
11. This [the] teacher is excellent. هذا المعلم ممتاز.‎ 
ЕРЕ) А 2.2 

12, This [the] telephone is out of order. $ ем casui هذا‎ 
a Wo di pie к> 

13. This [the] boy is polite. . هذا اله لد مۇدب‎ 


14. Don't put the hand in the pocket. — weal 2 adi P N 
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The Fourteen Sun Letters 


When the laam іп ‘al’ is followed by one of the sun letters, it becomes silent (not pronounced), anda 
shadda is wriffen on the sun letter, making the sound of the sun letter more intense. So, for example, 
*aajun' (a crown), becomes ‘attagju’ (the crown). 


Study the examples below, and practise reading them aloud: 


the tree са ١ atree ppm the crown ze acrown 
| JS Ar 52 1 32 $ 5 E а 
the whistle 5 اضفار‎ a whistle 6 yu the refrigerator 42-5. a refrigerator 4G 
3 o К wo А 
ذا‎ lar „= amaa Qu the bear لدب‎ a bear دب‎ 


ae H 
thedocio() ihl adoctor(t) طبيبة‎ 


НЕП FQ 
the envelope TAA an envelope c 


ET PE Be ^+ 
النعامة‎ anostich  ةماعن‎ 


the ostrich the flower زهرة‎ a flower زهرة‎ 


32 0% 
the painting لوحة‎ a painting a> the bed السرير‎ 0 m | 


As with the moon letter sentences, the last vowel sound on any word before a word beginning with ‘al’ is 


‘slid’ together with the sun letter. So the first sentence below would read: "Yalbasul-malikut-taajadh- 
dhahabiyya.” Practise reading the following sentences out loud. 


4 c, = dE sw one 
1, The king is wearing the golden crown. . تاج دهبى‎ ДА) يلبس‎ 


7 „ 9% х Т, 

2. | put the ice in the refrigerator. ثلاجة.‎ T c وضعت‎ 
эле کا وس‎ PE eo 

3, | like the black bear. أحب الدب الأسود.‎ 


4, The wolf ate the rabbit. 


5, This [the] wrist is broken. 


6. This [the] flower is beautiful. 


7. This [the] bed is comfortable. 


8. This [the] tree is old. 


9. The yellow whistle is blocked. ака صفراء‎ С 
я $2 FF oF — 
10. This [the] molar tooth is rotten. . مسوس‎ Uu هذا‎ 
s ع‎ d © а 

11, That [the] doctor (f.) is skilful. اطي ماهرة.‎ ONG; 
Sor J 0% TN 
12. This [the] envelope is open. مفتوح.‎ E Iun (os 
3 ue Sane 22° Bee ee 

13, The ostrich is faster than the human, . о У نعامة أسرع من‎ 
| ' 1 Ek + ge Oh xe 
14. This [the] painting is beautiful, - a> gh ol 


Further reading practice with sun and moon letters 


е E BOAT vm 


2^6. 98 кщ. 
2. dL! Cal одл 


This boy is sitting on the table. 


This girl is opening the window. 


2^9 2 


oped Де SEI هذه‎ ahs هذا الرجل الجريدة.‎ T 


This woman is typing on the computer. This man is reading the newspaper. 


DE 


ARI ea] هذه‎ 5 


/ } 
This boy is playing basketball. d 2.6. This girl is riding the bicycle. 


^ o S204 0 


Wc‏ هذه المرأة الحليب. 


on ASM هذا‎ d 


This woman is drinking the milk. This boy is combing the hair. 


Dialogue 1: Who is this? 


Classroom Activity Vocabulary 

a girl 
Practise introducing yourself to == 2 — 
your friends in Arabic. Ask your ч si "n "m 
friend who another person in the this (m. هلا‎ he (is that 5| S | wno? Se 
classroom is by saying either 'Who m (9. e nare 29 | who? па 
is this?’ or ‘Who is that boy/girl?’ in 95 , | Й son 
Arabic. this) هده‎ she (9) А тот (1) ELE asy و لك‎ 


my name (is) AN 
your (m.) name (is) GE 
your (f.) name (is) ای‎ 

2 550 3 
his name (is) алај 
her name (is) اسا‎ 
what? cL 


you (m.) c 
you (t) e | 
hello (m.) بك‎ з es 
hello (f.) يلك‎ Lem 
welcome (m.) eb эм 
welcome (f.) بك‎ мї 
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Dialogue 2: What's your name? 


O! (used to address É 
someone) 

FEE 

opportunity فرصه‎ 

* z 

happy سعيدة‎ 

Whenused ллы 42 

еп use: 5 3 

together: 8 p” S 
‘Pleased to 
meet you’ 


friend (m.) KW 
friend (f) صديقة‎ 
my friend (m.) E 


my friend (f.) 


uii 


о Sore 325 


كمد : السلام عليكم. 
و وعليكم السلام. 


23 


هو : 


ЕСА في‎ 
7 the пакой 
an 


peopl es. 


in the toilet V 


in the classroom 


fe o این‎ E 


Vocabulary 


Peace be upon you. 
32$ 3359277 
P eu кее و‎ 
(Reply): And upon you be 
peace. 
where (is)? 


today 


your friend (m.) 


in the dining hall 


Dialogue 3: Where is your friend? 


Бы 5 же 
сеу) assa oi هدى:‎ 


. I abs oc 


ДЬ Жый 


in the library 


E CS uu... 


in the headteacher's office 


morning 


evening 


good, well 


light 


how? 


your condition, 


state (m.) 


your condition, 


state (f.) 


well, good 


toe 
praise حمد‎ 
m 
God, Allah 01 
to God لله‎ 
ge 
health صحه‎ 
with مع‎ 
© 
dedu 
peace سلامة‎ 
КУ 
protection дї 
to, until 


KE 
par 
as cle 
oul glace 

ge 


مساء 


AS‏ صحتك ؟ 


الخ لاه 
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Dialogue 4: Goodbye 


HUM MES 


meet, meeting 
good morning 
(reply) good 
morning 

good evening 
(reply) good 
evening 

how is your (m.) 
health} 


how is your (f. 
heal? 0 


praise be to God 


(ut cas 
the ы 
LI e 
Шош في‎ 
Áb J) 


how are 
you? (m.) 


how are 
you? (f.) 


goodbye 
[Go] in God's 
protection 


until we 
meet again 


